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Honorable Irving i, Ives ® g L
Unitec ctates Zenate a
Dear Senator Ives:
T™is is in reply to your September 16, 1953 referral of
a letter dsted September 12, 1953 which you had received
from Mr. H. H. Shell of New York City.
There is attached herswith a report I have had :
in anower to the questlons raised in fr. Shell's lctter
to you. I sincerely trust that the information supplied
will serve tc answer ir. Shell's questions and also will
acsure him that the Commisaion is doing everything within
its power o safecuard the welfare of the public in all
aspects fron fall-out from atomic weapons tests.
As vou have requested, I am returning W, Shellts letter
to you.
Sincerely yours,
cooni 2D
BEST COPY AVAILABLE
Lewis L. otrauss
Chairman
Enclosuress
Report (in duplicate)
Letter dated Septamber 12,

1952 from ifr. Shell

CC: Chairman

CC: General Manager

2CC: Cong.Comm.Sec.
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Heport: For the lcnorable Irving 14, Ives, regarding inquiry
fron Hr. H. H. Shell concerning radioactive fall-out
fron continental weapons tests.

Prepared by: DJivision of Blology and Hedicine

Reference: Referral datad September 16, 1953 from the Honcrable
Irving 4. Ives to the Atomic Ensrgy Commission, trans-
mitting letter datad September 12, 1953 from Hr., H. H.
Shell, Yew York City.

Mr. Shell in his letter requests further information concerming con-
duet of the weapons tost program at the Nevada Proving Grounds.
Specifically, Mr. Shell makes inquiry concerming four polnts:

1. The identity of the reprint furmished Mr. Shell as an attachment
to our reply to previcus correspondence from ¥r, Shell in
Jugust 1953

2. Information on long-ternm and cumulative effects of radiolegic
fallecuts :

3. By whom the tests of fall-out were made, and the nature of such
testss and

L. The nature of the reconmendations on radiclogical exposure as
nade by the Rational Committee on Radiation Protection and the
International Commission on Raciolagical Protection,

The reprint we sent earlier to 'r. Shell was Part Three of the
Commission's Thirteenth Semianmual Report to Congress. The reprint,
for identification purposes, was entitled "Continental Weapons TestS...
Public Safety” and was the reprint referred to inm lir. Strauss's letter
of Aunpgusi u, 19530

Pages Li through L9 of the previcusly mentioned reprint sumuarized
data developed from variocus experimental studles of the accwmlaticn
of radicactive fall-ocut resuliing from continental weapons tests.

These studies on long-term, as well as immediate, effects of radic-
logical fall-out have bteen conducted by scientists in Atomic fnerzy
Commission laborstories and in cooperation with U.S. Public lealth
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studles are contimiing, but there is no evidence whatsoever that
long-tern effaects are approaching a hasardous level or that they
will become apprecisble as & result of any foreseeable future
experimental test.

The assurances given in the reprint are based on the evaluation

of fall-out data from pest test ssries using the reccmmendations

of the Nationsl Committes on Radiation Protection and the

International Commission on Radiological Protection as the

criteria for judgment. Thess recommendations and the composi-

tion of the comaittees are eonmdintmboakletswhidzm
5S¢ are:

Radﬂ.ologiul Probection and of the International
Comission on Radiological Units, 1950.% (15¢)

n Bochrmd?ermaaihla Concentrations in
Air and Watar.® (204)

Insofar as it is posasible to answer questions regarding long~ and

short~-terns effects of mll-out, the Commission did so in its
Thirteenth Semiammual Report to Congress., We believe that if
Mr. Shell will re-read carafully the section referred to in the
reprint, togethsr with material available in the handbooks

described, he will be reassured as to the safety of atomic weapons

tests conducted within the continental limits,
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